
Science Museum Group Journal

Editorial
Journa l  ISSN numbe r: 2054-5770

Thi s  a rti cl e  wa s  wri tte n by Anne  Locke r

11-06-2018 Ci te  a s  10.15180; x Edi tori a l

Edi tori a l

Publ i s he d i n Autumn 2018, Is s ue  10

Arti cl e  DOI: http://dx.doi .org/10.15180/x

Editorial - Issue 10

With a nod to the centenary of 1918 legis lation al lowing (some) women to vote, this  i ssue of the Science Museum Group Journal

contains  a  group of articles  exploring the role of women in STEM. This  i s  an area where we are gradual ly discovering more, at a

time when encouraging divers i ty in STEM is  a  key priori ty for the UK. The group of papers  col lected here (amongst further

articles  exploring key issues  in the col lections  and practice of science museums) contribute to a  wider understanding of those

women who were able to work in science, technology, engineering and mathematics  at a  pivotal  time: whi le i t was  more di fficult

for women to enter the STEM space, things  were opening up, sometimes in unexpected ways. 

Let us  start with the pos itives . From the late nineteenth to the mid-twentieth century, UK insti tutions  were becoming more

diverse. In this  smal l  selection of papers , we see the fi rst women elected to the Insti tution of Electrical  Engineers  (now the IET)

and the Insti tution of Naval  Architects  (now RINA). We also see research organisations  such as  the Burden Neurological

Insti tute employing increas ing numbers  of women in technical  roles . Other insti tutions  were more reluctant to make use of

women’s  labour in traditional ly male roles , such as  the rai lways, but women are vis ible in these spaces  too, especial ly in

wartime. The research detai led in these papers  shows that women are appearing: in membership l i s ts ; in photographs; in fami ly

accounts; and in the archival  record.

However, gaps  remain. The paper on the BNI describes  how the women who were employed by the insti tution are ei ther absent

from the record, or present in problematic ways, marginal ised and pass ive in photographs. Women are miss ing from the

history of STEM: those of us  who have conducted any research on early women scientists  or engineers  know the di fficulty in

finding any photographs, portrai ts , or officia l  records. Research on the representation of women engineers  in Wikipedia

suggest that the digi ta l  arena does  not necessari ly redress  the balance.

The papers  in this  mini -col lection draw attention to the gaps  in research and help to locate and reinstate those miss ing women.

However, we need to find more: in fami ly col lections  perhaps, or in archives  which need to be re-catalogued and researched to

bring out new stories . New records  are coming to l ight, and cultural  insti tutions  are committed to making their col lections  more

diverse. The good news is  that there is  much interesting work ahead.
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